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wew Commadant 


by Wayne Lambert 

AMA’s new commandant this year is 
Major Ernest Mines. Major Mines served 
twenty-six years in the United States 
Army and retired as a Command Sergeant 
Major. Major Mines was assigned to 
Augusta Military Academy from 1965 to 
1968 as the Senior Army Instructor of the 
cadet corps. He left in 1968 because of the 
Vietnam War. 

Major Mines is married with two 
daughters and a son. His daughters names 
are Kitty Saunders, living in Hot Springs, 
Virginia; Robin Habner, living in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, and his son Pete Mines, 
now a student at Virginia Tech. Major 
Mines stated that he would like to praise 
the cadet officers for supporting Augusta 
and doing their jobs. He also stated “‘I 
would like to see the cadets take pride in 
their school, and that they will become a 
good example of discipline and education 
so it will be able to reflect on Augusta.”’ 


Major Ernest Mines works to clear the paper work 
which crosses his desk as he settles in as 


commandant. (Photo by Keeton). 
; e 
Did You Know ¢ 
Did You Know ..... that both basketball teams opened their 
that the Band, Roller Rifles and Junior seasons with narrow victories over 
Roller Rifles have participated in two VSD i556 


parades in Staunton and that Lt. William Sedr and Col. Charles 
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Waynesboro ..... 

that each company now has its own order- 
ly room ..... 

that Col. Herb Lucas has returned after 
an illness ..... 


Savedge took their U.S. history classes to 
Colonial Williamsburg for a day ..... 

that cadet John Humphreys is organizing 
a backgammon club to begin after 
Christmas. 


by Cesar Jaimes 

In the first days of February, AMA’s 
best platoon will be going toWoodstock, 
Virginia for drill competition with other 
military academies in the area. The cadet 
officer in charge of the unit is Captain 
Mike Gumm. Captain Gumm is responsi- 
ble for forming the unit and is looking 
forward to taking all the drill competi- 
tions in which his ‘‘best platoon’’ par- 
ticipates in. 
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Best Platoon 


Captain Gumm commented ‘‘I know 
that all the drill competitions that we will 
be participating in are going to be pretty 
rough, but I know we are going to win.”’ 

The unit is composed of four squads. 
Each squad will have eight individuals. 
The movements on which the unit will be 
concentrating will come from the U.S. 
Army’s Field Manual For Drill and 
Ceremonies, the FM 22-5. Some of the 


movements will be: left and right flanks, 
manual of arms, columns left and right, 
sling arms, the rear march, and many 
more. 

The four squad leaders in the platoon 
will consist of only the sharpest old cadets 
and the rest of the squads will be a mix- 
ture of old and new cadets. Many cadets 
have tried out for the unit but only the 
best men were selected, and the others 
were turned away. 


Spirit of Augusta 


by Frank Berg 


There comes a time in every cadet’s life 
at Augusta, when he feels the pride, the 
joy and the honor of his school. He feels 
a deep yearning to show his loyalty 
towards his school. He does this by show- 
ing off his school spirit! 

This year the spirit at Augusta has been 
shown many times at pep rallies for the 
football team and in the overall ap- 
pearance of the cadet corps. The spirit, 
however, while the football games were in 


KABLE’S 
128 W. 
Beverly St. 

.STAUNTON 


Stri 


session seemed to dwindle, and the corps 
seemed disinterested in the game. This 
seemed to mentally affected the playing of 
our powerful Blue Streaks. But now 
Augusta is trying to recapture the spirit of 
the corps by forming our own 
cheerleading squad, that was formed by 
Captain Harry Lang and his illustrious 
group of Cheerleaders. They are John 
Humphreys, Barry Charity, John Hahn, 
and Antonio Otero. 
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They called themselves The Spirit 
Seekers. Their prime job is to psych-out 
the corps before every athletic event and 
also lead on the cheers during the game. 
Captain Lang is very enthusiastic about 
this idea and hopes that it will go far. 

“There will be many athletic events bet- 
ween now and the end of the school year. 
If the spirit of the cadet corps stays high, 
the victories of our athletic teams will do 
the same. 
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Veterans Day 


by Chris Meek 

On November 11 at 6:30 in the 
morning, the corps of cadets at AMA 
arose to a very busy day. First on the list 
was breakfast at 7:00, and from 7:30 till 
10:00 the cadets were given time to 
prepare their uniforms for the Veterans’ 
Day parade in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

At 11:00 the ceremony to honor the 
cadet graduates of AMA who died in the 
two world wars. and the Korean War, 
took place on the blacktop in front of the 
front arch. Colonel Merritt Walls led the 
corps off with a prayer that lasted from 
three to four minutes. Then as the Charles 
S. Roller Rifles te in two rows, on row 
in front of the cadet corp who were 
situated on side. Major Robert Moore 
read off three names at a time of the 
graduates who died in the wars mentioned 
above. At each time after the three names 
have been read, one member of the Roller 
Rifles would take a step forward, go to 
present arms, and yell ‘‘Died on the Field 
of Honor Sir!’’ He would then take a step 
backwards and resume his position of 
attention. 

At the end of the ceremony, taps was 
played by Cadet Anthony Beneventi and 
Cadet Charles Moore, and the flag was 
then lowered to half mast. 

At 2:00 the Charles S. Roller Rifles, led 
by Cadet Ty Miller, put on a similar 
ceremony in Harrisonburg at the court 
house square. By 4:00 in the afternoon, 
the entire AMA corp was formed up in 
front of James Madison University, and 
ready to march through downtown 
Harrisonburg. At 4:30, the parade began 
leaving the AMA corp with two miles of 
marching and ending at 5:30 in back of 
the muncipal building. 

To reward the cadets for such an 
excellent performance, town leave was 
permitted in Harrisonburg till 10:00 at 
night. 
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Annual Window 


Cadets Bobby Witgenstein and Jeff Roach begin 
their window painting in  Staunton’s 
annual Halloween contest. (Photo by JRM) 


by J.C. Cardenas 

Every year in Staunton around 
October, the promotion committee of 
Staunton called ‘‘SURE”’ has a window 
painting contest. In this particular 
contest, one must paint a Halloween 
figure or figures on a store window: All 
schools located in the Staunton area take 
part in this yearly event. 

There are two divisions, the junior 
division for elementary schoolers, and a 
senior division for high-schoolers. Places 
are given up to fifth place. For the first 
place winner, there is an award of $25.00, 
and fifth place is $5.00. The contestants in 
the window painting contest were, in the 
junior division: Mike Campbell, Kurt 
Vrchota, Bobby Witgenstein, and 
Richard Robins. For the senior division 
there was: Murray Fain, and the fifth 
place winner, Juan Cardenas. 

The junior division did very well 
although they did not receive a place. In 
the senior division, Murray Fain did his 
version of a flying witch over a haunted 
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house. 

J.C. Cardenas took fifth place for 
painting the face of a devil with a vampire 
in a black background painted with a fire 
behind the devil. 

Mrs. M. H. Livick was in charge of the 
cadets painting for A.M.A. 

The cadets painted ‘for a total of seven 
days and were starting to notice the 
tremendous amount of people stopping to 
discover their special talent. The paint in 
which the contestants work with was very 
hard to work with since it kept on 
cracking, due to the cold weather. They 
used chairs and ladders to enable them to 
reach their paintings. Most of the days 
were rainy, but the cadets had a roof over 
their heads. When Friday finally rolled 
around, all the contestants were very 
pleased to find that there hard work was 
going to come to an end since that was the 
day the judges of ‘‘SURE”’ were going to 
judge their masterpieces. 
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Thanksgiving Day 


J. C. Cardenas near completion of his painting 
which was to take fifth place in the competition. 


(Photo by JRM) 


by Carlos Bonnelly 

November 22nd, Thanksgiving Day, is 
a well looked forward to day by the cadet 
of AMA. The cadets were allowed to sleep 
as late as they wanted but could eat 
breakfast at 9:30 if they wished. The day 
basically consisted of a lot of lazy cadets 
since there was no mandatory formations 
till 4:00 p.m. 

Some cadets preferred to take ad- 
vantage of the free time and put it toward 
schoolwork, while others sat and watched 
their favorite teams compete against each 
other on the television. For the cadets 
who felt energetic, Major Ernest Mines 
opened the gym for any men who wanted 
to play basketball for at least an hour and 
a half, 

Intramurals that day consisted of a 
mixture of Band Company members 
playing flag football against C Company 
ending in a score with C Company 50, 
Band 35. 

At 4:00, formation was called and all 
men formed on the blacktop, then to the 
messhall to eat their Thanksgiving meal. 
As with all holidays, there is an end. 
AMA’s end began with study hall from 
eat 9:00. Then taps, and lights out at 
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by Mike Powers 

After losing their first two games, the 
football team met Blue Ridge at home. 
With Blue Ridge refusing to give up any 
kind of big yardage and with the AMA 
defense giving up large amounts of yar- 
dage, Blue Ridge ended the Ist quarter 
with a 20-0 lead. In the 2nd quarter, the 
AMA defense gave up only 6 more points, 
but the stubborn Blue Ridge defense still 
didn’t allow any points to be put up on 
the AMA side. The half ended with Blue 
Ridge still leading 26-0. In the second 
half, Blue Ridge scored 12 more points on 
two lateral fumble recoveries. After that, 


neither team would give up any points and 
the game ended with Blue Ridge leading 
38-0. 

AMA then traveled to Lynchburg to 
meet Lynchburg Christian School. There 
was no scoring in the first quarter because 
of 2 turnovers by AMA and 1 by Lyn- 
chburg. In the 2nd quarter AMA drove 75 
yards to take a 6-0 lead but Lynchburg 
turned around and drove 55 yards to take 
an 8-6 lead over AMA as the half ended. 

Both teams traded the ball all during 
the 3rd quarter, but in the 4th quarter 
Lynchburg was threatening to score with 
Ist and goal from the 4. The AMA 


Preparing for the upcoming season, Frank Berg and 
David Sewell perfect their style which will be put to 
the test with the opening match. 


(Photo by Keeton) 
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Football ends with Down Season 


defense turned Lynchburg away 4 straight 
times and took over the ball on the AMA 
1 yard line. After a few plays the ball was 
on the 9 yard line. On the next play Tony 
Randolph ran fo 91 yards and the 
touchdown to put AMA ahead to stay 
14-8. 

AMA then returned home to face 
VSDB on a rainy Friday afternoon. There 
was no scoring throughout the first half 
for either team. Again neither team 
scored in the 3rd quarter, but in the 4th 
quarter VSDB managed to get 7 points on 
the scoreboard. W_  sectnehoplay in 
the game, AMA had the ball on the VSDB 
3 yard line. Tony Randolph handed off to 
Bruce Justice who was first hit on the 2 
yard line, as time ran out. With Justice 
still on his feet, he dived for the goal line. 
The ball fell six inches short and VSDB 
won 7-0. 

AMA traveled to Hargrave Military 
Academy to face the undefeated HMA 
team. AMA was never a match for 
Hargrave and Hargrave won 46-0. 

The football team ended it’s season at a 
disappointing 1-5 with many of its players 
graduating this year and others looking 
forward to next year. 
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Rifle team members were (kneeling) Jeff Brazell, 
Ricardo Pichardo, Jorge Menegazzo, Edgar Rivera, 
(standing) Robert Starkey, Antonio Chopitea, Gary 
Laffin, Santiago Frias and John Humphreys 

(Photo by Keeton). 


Alberto Zimeri manages to elude his opponents as he 
led Augusta to a 4-0 victory over Fishburne. That 
season ending victory gave the team a 6-4 record for 


the season. (Photo by JRM) 
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Rifle Team ends with Even Season 


by Phillip White 

The instructor for the rifle team this 
year is SSGT. Carl Halsell. Sgt. Halsell 
has been the coach of the rifle team for 
two years now and says the reason for this 
is because he enjoys getting the cadets in- 
volved in shooting. 

There are approximately ten men on the 
team this year, two of them are in com- 
pany D from Fort Defiance High Schol. 
The men on the team are John Hum- 
phreys, the team’s Captain, Jorge Rivera, 
Edgar Rivera, Richardo Pichardo, Jorge 
Menegazzo, Gary Laffen, Santiago Frias, 
Tony Chopitea, and the two from Com- 
pany D, Robert Starkey and Jeff Brazell. 
The top three shooters are: John Hum- 
phreys, Jorge Rivera, and tied for third, 
Tony Chopitea and Jorge Menegazzo. 

When the rifle team is practicing, they 
use the 22 rifle since it is the league rifle. 
They use thirty-six NRA certified targets. 
There are a total of three hundred points 
possible in scoring. A good shooter would 
average between 240-270. An excellent 
shooter would average from 280 on up. 

For practice the rifle team uses the 
Remington 22 rifle, and for a match they 
would use the Remington Mark III rifle. 
There are three positions in which the rifle 
team fires from, they are standing, kneel- 
ing, and prone. According to SGT 
Halsell, ‘‘Standing is the most difficult 
position, and when at prone., you are in 
the most comfortable position to fire 
from.”’ 
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